
PREMATURE BIRTHS ARE RISING IN THE US 
AND SCIENTIFIC ADVANCES ARE IMPROVING SURVIVAL RATES
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Equating to

>317,0001,2

preterm births in the US every year.

Preterm births in the US are 
on the rise1

Singleton early preterm births 
(<34 wks) are becoming more 

common

NEC infant survival rates are 
increasing

Decisions on how best to feed and treat preterm infants should 
be made by neonatologists in partnership and consultation 

with parents. Availability of a range of feeding options, based 
on specific requirements, is critical

Extremely preterm survival 
rates (<28wks) are increasing 

with a 

survival rate for infants born between 
2013-2018, vs. 76% between 2008-2012.

between 2014 – 2022

between 2005 – 2020

Whilst mortality rates have fallen5 

Mother’s own milk provides essential, life saving 
benefits for the preterm infant.

Infants born very preterm 
(<32wks) and extremely 

preterm (<28wks) are most at 
risk of NEC.

of preterm babies are 
affected by NEC.
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This is driven by factors including 
scientific and clinical advancements 

Specialized preterm hospital nutrition 
products address urgent medical and 
developmental needs and have been 

part of the standard of care in hospitals 
across the US for over three decades 

30 years

Singleton births

“Special formulas designed for preterm infants provide an essential 
source of nutrition. Using human breast milk to feed preterm infants 

may reduce the risk of NEC, but it does not eliminate this risk. 
Donated human milk is also used when the mother’s own milk is not 

available in sufficient quantities, but there is not enough donated 
human milk to be used as the only source of nutrition for these 

infants. Providing special formula is a routine and necessary part 
of care of these preterm infants.”6

Statement of the American Academy of Pediatrics 
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